2016 GREAT RACE CITY STOPS
ANNOUNCED

WAVES CRASHING NEAR GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE

START CITY – TUESDAY, JUNE 14, THROUGH SATURDAY, JUNE 18


San Rafael, CA:
o Race week will start on Tuesday in San Rafael (which is just over the Golden Gate
Bridge to the north of San Francisco) with local winery tours or an optional day trip into
San Francisco.
o By Wednesday, things really heat up with more winery tours, an opportunity to see one
of the premiere automobile collections in the world, and the re-premiere of the 1965
classic movie The Great Race, starring Tony Curtis, Jack Lemmon, Natalie Wood and
Peter Falk at the historic San Rafael Theater downtown. The other two stars of the movie
– the Leslie Special and the Hannibal 8 – will also be there on display in the street under
the spotlights and next to the red carpet.
o There will be plenty of activities to participate in on Thursday when you are not going
through Registration and Tech Inspection. Track time will be available at Sonoma
Raceway near San Rafael for those interested, but the highlight of the day will be the
driving tour and photo op at the Golden Gate Bridge. Teams will be given instructions on
how to get to the photo op (you, your team and your car with the bridge in the
background) and along the way you will be able to drive one of the most scenic roads in
America. Within minutes of each other you will be able to look down on the Golden Gate
Bridge and back into San Francisco and then see breath-taking views of the Pacific Ocean
as waves crash along the rocky coastline. Thursday night provides a chance to visit
Charlie Goodman’s amazing automobile collection in San Rafael. Charlie was a 2006
participant in the Great Race and he is back competing again in 2016.
o Friday, of course, will open with the General Meeting, Rally School and Trophy Run.
That evening, a very special banquet is being planned (more details coming soon).
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STREETS OF OLD SACRAMENTO

SATURDAY, JUNE 18






San Rafael, CA: Saturday’s start will take place in downtown San Rafael on the very street
where the cruise scenes of American Graffiti were filmed. The Great Race also finished at the
same location in 2006 when Dave Reeder and Sawyer Stone were crowned champions.
Thousands of spectators will again line the streets as the racers take the green flag and head east
toward Illinois along the Lincoln Highway.
Vacaville, CA: The first lunch stop on the 2016 Great Race will take place in beautiful
downtown Vacaville. Situated halfway between San Francisco and Sacramento, the quaint village
has become a bedroom community for the Bay Area and the state capital. Live music will
entertain the racers as they enjoy their lunch.
Old Sacramento, CA: The first overnight stop will be memorable for many reasons, one of
which is the location along the Sacramento River. Old Sacramento was established in 1850 as the
Gold Rush hit northern California. The historic buildings remain and are now home to some of
the coolest shops and restaurants in the west. Racers will have their first of two opportunities to
have dinner on their own. Old Sacramento is anchored by the California State Railroad Museum
(it’s amazing) on the north and the California Automobile Museum on the south. Antique cars
will make the rounds to transport any Great Racers who wish to go to the car museum. The
winning rally team for the day will be presented a trophy honoring the railroad heritage of Old
Sacramento.

RENO, NV
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SUNDAY, JUNE 19



Gardnerville, NV: Heritage Park is the venue for the lunch stop in car-crazy Gardnerville. The
backdrop is the Sierra Nevada Mountains, which the racers will have just conquered by the time
they enter the Carson Valley.
Reno, NV: The “Biggest Little City in the World” will mark the end of Day 2 with the National
Automobile Museum as the venue. Ranked as one of the Top 5 automobile museums in the
world, the former Bill Harrah collection is best known as home to the original 1907 Thomas Flyer
which won the 1908 New York to Paris Great Race. Participants will be treated to dinner in the
museum. The winning rally team for the day will be photographed sitting in the Flyer and will be
presented a trophy with a likeness of the vehicle.

THE LONLIEST HIGHWAY

MONDAY, JUNE 20




Austin, NV: The Loneliest Highway will be the route for most of the morning through rugged
central Nevada. And tiny Austin (population 150) will host the Great Race for lunch right on the
Lincoln Highway in the middle of town. The Great Race stop will double the population of the
community for the day, making Austin the smallest town to host a Great Race lunch stop ever.
Just wait until you see the vista from downtown looking back over the stretch of Highway 50
where the racers have just traveled.
Elko, NV: The second overnight stop in the Silver State will be in Elko, which was founded by
miners and still thrives from mining. The winning rally team for the day will be presented a
trophy commemorating the impact silver has had on the state and region.
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BONNEVILLE SALT FLATS

TUESDAY, JUNE 21




Bonneville Salt Flats, UT: Technically, lunch will be on your own in West Wendover, NV, but
the faster each team eats lunch the more time you have to spend at the Bonneville Salt Flats.
Racers will be given specific instructions on how to get to the world-famous track along with a
chart that will tell them how long they can spend at the site. Directions to a car wash will also be
provided. For those not interested in the Salt Flats, extra time will be provided at lunch along with
options for non-fast food restaurants (there are several casinos in West Wendover with nice lunch
buffets). Racers will cross into the Mountain Time Zone after lunch.
Evanston, WY: After leaving the Bonneville Salt Flats after lunch, Great Racers will cross the
Great Salt Lake Desert for two hours toward Salt Lake City. Competition will take the teams on
some awesome roads in eastern Utah and 20 miles across the state line of Wyoming to the small
town of Evanston, where their history of being associated with the railroad will be on full display.
The venue will be at Union Pacific Roundhouse, a facility which has undergone a $5 million
renovation turning it into one of the nicest convention centers around. Evanston is the smallest
overnight city on the race with a population of 12,000. On the way into town, billboards for the
local Best Western will proclaim they have the best pillows, and those of you who will be staying
there will find out it is exactly true. The winning rally team for the day will be presented a trophy
of representing the Salt Flats and the speed records set there through the years.

BOOT STATUES DECORATE
CHEYENNE, WY
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22




Rawlins, WY: Day 5 will show the racers the extremes in the landscape of the vast state of
Wyoming. The morning rally from Evanston to Rawlins will showcase the rugged terrain of the
state. In the afternoon, the awe-inspiring beauty of the majestic mountains of Medicine Bow
National Forest will leave you speechless. And right in the middle you will see the frontier town
of Rawlins, who will host the racers in their historic downtown.
Cheyenne, WY: Get ready for cowboys and horses when the race arrives in Cheyenne. At almost
6,200 feet above sea level, Cheyenne will be the second state capital stop on the race. The
Western Writers Conference will be in Cheyenne the week we are there, and more than 2,000
fiction, non-fiction and magazine writers from around the world will turn their attention to the
vintage cars in our event. The winning rally team for the day will be presented a trophy featuring
a bronze figure of a cowboy on a horse.

MOUNT RUSHMORE

THURSDAY, JUNE 23




Lusk, WY: This community in northeast Wyoming holds the distinction of being the county seat
of the least populated county in the least populated state in the country. But Lusk (population
1,600) is an active crossroads of that part of the world, and a good crowd will turn out at the
fairgrounds to see the event just before the racers head into the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Rapid City, SD: The racers will arrive in Rapid City just 30 minutes or so after spending time at
Mount Rushmore. The afternoon competition will feature some of the most memorable scenery
ever as cars will rally through the rocky terrain and tall trees of the Black Hills, trekking through
tunnels and winding roads that circle back under themselves. And if that was not exciting enough,
the stop in Rapid City will take place during the city’s Summer Nights festival. If live music is
not your thing, you can sign up for the optional trip to Crazy Horse that evening for the laser light
show (more details available soon). The winning rally team for the day will be presented a trophy
featuring Mount Rushmore.
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THE BADLANDS

FRIDAY, JUNE 24




Chamberlain, SD: Before lunch, competitors will rally through one of the most incredible places
on earth – the Badlands National Park. After the Badlands, the amazing terrain of the state of
South Dakota changes again, this time to slow rolling prairieland. After a quick pit stop at the
Pioneer Auto Museum in Murdo, the cars will cross into the Central Time Zone. Nestled along
the Missouri River, Chamberlain will host a Great Race stop for the first time with lunch in its
historic downtown streets.
Sioux Falls, SD: One of the longest days of the race will come to an end in the fabulous city of
Sioux Falls. Stops there in 1994 and 1996 drew two of the largest crowds in Great Race history.
The event will again be downtown on Phillips Avenue with many nice restaurants and bars. The
winning rally team for the day will be presented a trophy highlighting the state’s unique use of
corn.

GRID SYSTEM IN IOWA
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SATURDAY, JUNE 25




Mason City, IA: Championship Run will begin as the race teams leave South Dakota and enter
Iowa early in the morning. Iowa is known as one of the best rally states with its grid system of
roads and uniquely-numbered roads. Mason City is the hometown of Meredith Wilson, who
wrote the musical The Music Man, and will host the Great Race for lunch in East Park as part of
their annual Cannonball Day celebration. Cannonball is the affectionate name the locals have for
a steam locomotive located in the park.
Cedar Rapids, IA: The next to last day will end over the Cedar River on the Second Avenue
Bridge downtown. Cedar Rapids has made a dramatic comeback from historic flooding a few
years ago, to become one of the most vibrant cities in the region. Teams will have dinner in
Riverfront Park at the foot of the bridge. The winning rally team for the day will be presented a
trophy featuring the bridges over the Cedar River.

PADDLE BOAT

SUNDAY, JUNE 26




Walcott, IA: Home to Cat Scale’s worldwide headquarters, Walcott will host the Great Race for
lunch at the Trucking Museum, just behind Iowa 80, the largest truck stop in the world. Cat Scale
has been a terrific Great Race sponsor through the years, including buying gas for all competitors
in 2015 at Joplin 44 in Missouri. Racers will have plenty of time to wait here as scores are
tabulated, which will give them time to enjoy the dozens of antique trucks on display.
Moline, IL: The Grand Finish for the 2016 Great Race will take place on River Avenue in
Moline in front of the John Deere Pavilion. Moline, of course, is home to the giant tractor
manufacturer, but it is also home to the Velie automobile, built there from 1908-28. A 1911 Velie
won the Great Race four years ago, and the largest assembly of Velies automobiles ever will take
place at the Great Race finish line in 2016 as part of the Velie Gathering. The closing banquet
that evening will be held in the I-Wireless Center next to the host hotel, the Radisson. The
winning rally team for the day will be presented a trophy featuring a Mississippi River paddleboat
in recognition of crossing the mighty river on the last day of the event. And one team will get a
large eagle trophy and a check for $50,000 as the winners of the entire event.
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MONDAY, JUNE 27




Greg Moseley’s unbelievable private Mopar collection, just outside of Moline in Coal Valley, IL,
will be open for several hours in the morning for only Great Racers to tour on their way back
home. The collection is highlighted by an original Roland Leong “Hawaiian” Funny Car and a
couple of original Sox & Martin Pro Stockers including the infamous Colt and a Duster.
The “Coolest Great Race Ever” from California to Illinois along the Lincoln Highway, and
featuring Mount Rushmore and the Badlands, will come to an end as more than 400 racers,
support crews and staff head home to Maine, Florida, California and Japan and all parts in
between.
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